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Lexia English is an adaptive blended learning speaking and listening program that supports students’ 

English language development through academic conversations. Developed to address the need for 

educational equity for Emergent Bilinguals, Lexia English offers an engaging, individualized approach 

that helps improve students’ language proficiency. The software is designed to help Emergent Bilingual 

students in grades K–6 acquire higher language proficiency levels of English. It integrates speaking, 

listening, and grammar, while emphasizing the language of content in Math, Science, Social Studies, 

General Knowledge, and Biographies.

Emergent Bilinguals need to learn both language and content simultaneously. Lexia English designers 

examined the Texas English Language Proficiency Standards and used them to create a scope and 

sequence of language purpose and grammar skills. The program design also aligns with the following 

Texas Administrative Codes, agency rules, and assessments: 

• Texas English Language Proficiency Standards 

• TAC, TITLE 19 Education, Part 2 Texas Education Agency Chapter 89 Adaptations for Special  

Populations Subchapter BB

• Texas Education Code Chapter 29.055

• TAC, Title 19 Education, Part 2 Texas Education Agency Chapter 

74 Curriculum Requirements Subchapter A, 74.4

• Department of Education, Office of Formula 

Grants, School Support and Accountability, 

ESSA Legislation, Title III Language 

Instruction for English Learners and 

Immigrant Students

• TEA, Texas Assessment

• TELPAS Exam

https://view.highspot.com/viewer/628e3d7e4688b40a082503bd
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Navigating the Guide

This guide highlights aspects of the Lexia 

English program’s design that align to the 

needs of Emergent Bilinguals as outlined by 

Texas state and federal guidelines. This guide 

will provide insight into the features of the Lexia 

English program, providing Emergent Bilinguals 

opportunitites to engage in structured 

academic conversations. The guide references 

theorists dedicated to second language 

acquisition methods who helped provide the 

framework for the design and creation of Lexia 

English. The program purposely incorporates 

activities that require the Emergent Bilingual  

to listen, speak, read language frames,  

and practice writing at their current 

levels of English development while  

gradually increasing the linguistic  

complexity of the English they  

read, hear, and are expected  

to respond to and express  

throughout the  

content areas.
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Texas Administrative Code: Title 19
Ch. 89.1210 Program Content and Design. The bilingual education and ESL programs shall address the 

affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of English learners as follows.

(1) AFFECTIVE

(B) English learners in an ESL program shall be provided instruction using second language acquisition

methods in English to introduce basic concepts of the school environment, which instills confidence,

self-assurance, and a positive identity with their cultural heritages. The program shall be designed

to incorporate the students’ primary languages and learning experiences and shall incorporate the

cultural aspects of the students’ backgrounds in accordance with TEC, §29.055(b).

Lexia English is student-centered and responsive to Emergent Bilingual students’ strengths and needs. 

Lexia English views learners’ heritage languages and cultures as an asset and helps students become 

bilingual or multilingual. Intrinsic motivation is encouraged by offering choice, allowing students to 

see their progress, and celebrating learners’ achievements as Emergent Bilinguals. The software views 

learners’ heritage languages and cultures as assets and 

helps students become bilingual or multilingual.

Throughout their use of the Lexia English software, students 

are exposed to a variety of accents through the 17 Emergent 

Bilingual characters whose accents and pronunciations were 

thoughtfully selected and developed to reflect the English 

accent variation found not only across the U.S. but around 

the world. These culturally and ethnically diverse characters 

engage and encourage students throughout their learning journeys, while interactive academic 

conversations empower students to build the linguistic competence and confidence needed for 

academic success.

The program’s design is built upon research supporting best practices around language learning and 

development (theories on foreign and second-language learning). The following theories played an 

important role in the creation and development of the program.

1. Natural Approach (Krashen): English is acquired by understanding what is heard

(comprehensible Input).

2. Affective Filter (Krashen): For language acquisition to happen, anxiety needs to be reduced.

3. Interaction Hypothesis (Long et al.): The development of language is promoted by interactions—

to learn a language, you must speak the language.

4. Output Hypothesis (Swain et al.): Learning takes place when speakers reflect on how they actually 

engage in conversation.

Students engage in speaking 
practice more than 70% of the
time in the program , in a safe, 
nonjudgmental environment  
that provides immediate  
corrective feedback using  
speech recognition technology.
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5. Corrective Feedback (Tedick/Gotari): Feedback can be used to promote students’ reflection as they 

engage in conversation, specifically explicit correction, recast, clarification request, metalinguistic 

clues, elicitation, and repetition.

6. Functions of Language (Halliday): Children use language for seven different functions or stages—

Instrumental, Regulatory, Interactional, Persona, Heuristic, Imaginative, or Representational. These 

stages are mirrored in the language proficiency standards and are sometimes called language 

functions. In Lexia English and the proficiency standards, language functions are academic in nature 

and reflect the goal of the conversation, i.e., to persuade, summarize, inform, etc.

(2) LINGUISTIC

(B) English learners in an ESL program shall be provided intensive instruction to develop proficiency 

in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language, provided through the ELPS. The 

instruction in academic content areas shall be structured to ensure that the students master the 

required essential knowledge and skills and higher-order thinking skills in all subjects.

Lexia English provides Emergent Bilingual students with linguistically sustaining content, leveled by 

grade bands and grounded in grade-appropriate content and rigor. There are opportunities for 

extensive speaking and listening practice that spans the curriculum and includes embedded grammar 

and academic language. This helps students expand their academic vocabulary while encouraging 

them to apply their learning in different subject areas. All activities, online and offline, have a language 

purpose goal.

The online component provides scaffolding for each 

student through:

• Teacher-led activities

• Building student autonomy

• Supporting progression from one proficiency level  

to the next

• Providing corrective feedback, helping learners 

progress linguistically and academically  

at their own pace

In online activities, language frames are used to model language purposes and linguistic features. 

Language frames provide learners with portable language that can be used in a variety of school 

settings. The language frames help learners make sense of—and properly use—grammatical 

conventions in conversation and academic discussion that go beyond foundational sentence-starters. 

The language frames in Lexia English are carefully crafted to support a learner while leading to a 

gradual release in addition to exposing learners to a variety of contexts and subject matter topics,  

and with varying levels of complexity.

In Lexia English, the language 
frames are academic and reflect 
the goal of the conversation, such 
as to describe, explain, compare,  
or justify.

The teacher-led speaking practice 
includes an Extend activity to 
practice using language frames  
in writing.
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The offline teacher-led classroom lessons allow for learners to practice linguistic skills in collaborative 

speaking, listening, close reading, and guided writing activities. Teachers model comprehension 

skills and strategies that often require higher-order thinking skills to accurately make connections, 

develop inferences, formulate predictions, and draw conclusions. Students also engage in whole-class 

discussions and partner conversations that require them to state their preferences, often supported by 

reasons or examples. 

(3) COGNITIVE

(B) English learners in an ESL program shall be provided instruction in English in language arts, 

mathematics, science, and social studies using second language acquisition methods. The instruction 

in academic content areas shall be structured to ensure that the students master the required essential 

knowledge and skills and higher-order thinking skills.

Lexia English is designed to help Emergent Bilingual students acquire higher language proficiency 

levels of English. It integrates three key areas—speaking, listening, and grammar—while emphasizing 

the language of content in Math, Science, Social Studies, General Knowledge, and Biographies so that 

students gain both language skills and subject knowledge. This helps students expand their academic 

vocabulary while encouraging them to apply their learning in different subject areas.

Each Lexia English level is broken into four Activities, centered on the following topics: Math, Science, 

Social Studies, and General Knowledge/Biographies. Students are exposed to a new character at the 

selection of each Activity and have the autonomy to choose the Activity they wish to engage in next. 

Each Activity has three Encounters that engage the students in Speaking, Listening, and Grammar. The 

final unit in each Encounter is a Presentation of Knowledge. This scored unit measures the student’s 

accuracy for the entire Encounter.
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Lexia English has

17  
characters from  

different cultures.

Texas Education Code: Title 2
Public Education Subtitle F. Curriculum, Programs, and Services, Chapter 29: Educational Programs 
TEC Ch 29.055 Program Content, Method of Instruction

Chapter 89.120

A program of instruction in English as a second language established by a school district shall be 
a program of intensive instruction in English from teachers trained in recognizing and dealing with 
language differences.

Lexia English’s blended learning model utilizes Lexia’s adaptive technology to differentiate English 
language instruction for each student. Students master new language skills at their own pace, and 
teachers receive detailed data to identify each student’s particular instructional needs. If a student 
needs additional support with a specific skill, teachers are provided with easy-to-interpret reports and 
specific instructional materials for teacher-led lessons.

This blended learning model requires implementing three essential components:

• Independent, student-driven learning 

• Teacher-led instruction 

• Ongoing data monitoring to drive instructional priorities  
and inform educators and parents of progress 

Educators are supported with professional learning throughout the program’s  
implementation. Professional learning is designed to enable educators, from novice to practitioner,  
to maximize Lexia English resources so that every student receives personalized instruction.  
The following learning opportunities are offered to educators:

• Professional Learning Sessions offers schools/district the opportunity for Lexia to meet with the 
district/school team via live or on-site sessions, as determined by the partnership. The Customer 
Success Manager works with the district/school to customize sessions to meet your district/school’s 
unique needs for product-specific professional learning.

• National Life Online sessions offer opportunities to experience relevant, engaging professional 
learning in a virtual setting alongside educators from around the county.

• Lexia Academy is an eLearning platform that supports educators’ professional growth with 
meaningful and relevant learning opportunities—anytime, anywhere.
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A program of bilingual education or of instruction in English as a second language shall be 
designed to consider the students’ learning experiences and shall incorporate the cultural 
aspects of the students’ backgrounds.

At Lexia, we believe Emergent Bilinguals have rich experiences and background knowledge that can 

contribute to their academic success. When provided with opportunities to engage authentically 

in academic conversations, students make strong language proficiency gains. Lexia English views 

students’ heritage languages and cultures as assets that contribute to their academic success. Not 

only does Lexia English incorporate a culturally responsive approach offline, the online platform offers 

diverse characters that keep students motivated and make learning fun. Throughout their use of the 

Lexia English software, students are exposed to a variety of accents through 17 Emergent Bilingual 

characters whose accents and pronunciations were thoughtfully selected and developed to reflect the 

English accent variation found not only across the U.S. but around the world.

Texas Education Code: Title 19
Part 2 Texas Education Agency Chapter 74 Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A 

74.4 English Language Proficiency Standards

Lexia provides professional learning and implementation support to ensure goals are achieved and 

outcomes are met. While using Lexia English, educators gain knowledge of the Lexia English approach 

to language development and learn how to leverage the program to support students’ listening and 

speaking skills. Teachers learn best practices for instruction and develop their skills as educators. 

All Lexia English Teacher-Led Listening and Speaking Practices have consistent teacher directions 

and suggestions that may be adapted to support all ELPS-TELPAS proficiency levels. The table on the 

following page illustrates how the heavy and intentional scaffolding that occurs in Lexia English supports 

teachers in the planning and teaching of listening, speaking, reading, and writing language skills. 
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LISTENING

Language Skills in PLDs 
Suggested Teacher Behaviors

How Lexia English Supports Teachers

Beginning Level

• Speak in a clear, concise manner, such as 
using shorter sentences and fewer pronouns.

• Provide or allow clarification in student’s native 
language, including assistance from peers.

• Implement gestures for added emphasis 
and to combine kinesthetic and phonemic 
awareness.

• Frequently check for understanding since 
student will not have the ability to seek 
clarification.

Intermediate Level

• Use extensive use visual and verbal cues  
to reinforce spoken or written words.

• Employ simplified language and high-
frequency vocabulary and preteach  
academic vocabulary for unfamiliar topics.

• Stress key ideas and vocabulary through 
intonation and slower speech, such as  
longer natural pauses.

• Provide student with phrases or simple 
sentence frames to seek clarification.

Advanced Level

• Use some visuals, verbal cues, and gestures  
to support understanding.

• Increase wait time in order for students  
to process information.

• Expect the occasional need to rephrase,  
repeat, or slow down at student’s request.

Teacher-Led Listening Practices

• Begin with suggestions about how to present 
the Listening Passage and Collaborate 
questions to be used as a visual aid and 
reference during instruction and peer 
collaboration.

• Provide directions in the Model & Practice 
section about how to read, pace, and bring 
purpose to each of the four recommended 
listens/reads of the Listening Passage.

• Allow for students to seek clarification, 
especially during the Third Listen, where the 
teacher asks questions, models critical thinking, 
and invites responses from the students.

• Use the Language Frames associated with 
the lesson in the Collaborate section to 
support conversation and practice social and 
academic phrases and vocabulary.

Teacher-Led Speaking Practices

• Provide suggestions about how to review, 
display, model, and practice the Language 
Frames associated with the lesson in the Model 
and Practice sections. 

• Prompt teachers to model examples of 
scaffolds to use when students struggle and 
empower students to aid peers with hints.

• Provide four rotating activities (done during 
the Collaborate section) that promote the 
use of the Language Frames and social and 
academic vocabulary and phrases.

Advanced High Level

• Occasionally use visuals, verbal cues, and 
gestures during longer, elaborated academic 
instructional discussions.

• Provide multiple opportunities for student to 
hear grade-appropriate spoken English in 
various academic and social settings.

• Allow student to seek clarification as needed.

Lexia English Sample Alignments

Teacher-Led Listening Practice,  
Level 13, Activity 4

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 16, Activity 2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SogmYBroXw_7MhDG5d3iJ1HOh2lNPc_w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SogmYBroXw_7MhDG5d3iJ1HOh2lNPc_w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NBaqKLTQ8PBF01TI38ux9m7j741Tg7Zu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NBaqKLTQ8PBF01TI38ux9m7j741Tg7Zu/view
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SPEAKING

Language Skills in PLDs 
Suggested Teacher Behaviors

How Lexia English Supports Teachers

Beginning Level

• Speak in a clear, concise manner, such as 
using shorter sentences and fewer pronouns.

• Provide or allow clarification in student’s native 
language, including assistance from peers.

• Implement gestures for added emphasis 
and to combine kinesthetic and phonemic 
awareness.

• Frequently check for understanding since 
student will not have the ability to seek 
clarification.

Intermediate Level

• Use extensive use visual and verbal cues  
to reinforce spoken or written words.

• Employ simplified language and high-
frequency vocabulary and preteach  
academic vocabulary for unfamiliar topics.

• Stress key ideas and vocabulary through 
intonation and slower speech, such as longer 
natural pauses.

• Provide student with phrases or simple 
sentence frames to seek clarification.

Advanced Level

• Use some visuals, verbal cues, and gestures  
to support understanding.

• Increase wait time in order for students  
to process information.

• Expect the occasional need to rephrase,  
repeat, or slow down at student’s request.

Teacher-Led Speaking Practices

• Allow students to practice Language Frames 
and social and academic vocabulary in pairs 
and in small groups.

• Encourage students to share their own ideas 
and examples and to offer one another support 
while the teacher observes and intervenes 
when more support is needed. 

• Focus on an assigned language purpose and 
grammar skill.

• Provide suggestions about how to review, 
display, model, and practice the Language 
Frames associated with the lesson in the Model 
and Practice sections. 

• Prompt teachers to model examples of 
scaffolds to use when students struggle and 
empower students to aid peers with hints.

• Provide four rotating activities (done during 
the Collaborate section) that promote the 
use of the Language Frames and social and 
academic vocabulary and phrases.

Teacher-Led Listening Practices

• Direct the teacher to model enunciation, 
intonation, correct pronunciation, and  
critical thinking. 

• Provide opportunities for students to practice 
social and academic language when they 
respond to the teacher’s questions during 
the Third Listen and ask and answer the 
Collaborate questions with a partner.

• Incorporate use of visuals, verbal cues, and 
gestures to support understanding.

Advanced High Level

• Occasionally use visuals, verbal cues, and 
gestures during longer, elaborated academic 
instructional discussions.

• Provide multiple opportunities for student to 
hear grade-appropriate spoken English in 
various academic and social settings.

• Allow student to seek clarification as needed.

Lexia English Sample Alignments

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 19, Activity 3

Teacher-Led Listening Practice,  
Level 7, Activity 2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13GH6hkvygMz2V_SzotZFnHlZr5nV2Mpz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13GH6hkvygMz2V_SzotZFnHlZr5nV2Mpz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HwDFWknvV1AS-xBUFF2KX53AUaf4SEsv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HwDFWknvV1AS-xBUFF2KX53AUaf4SEsv/view
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READING

Language Skills in PLDs 
Suggested Teacher Behaviors

How Lexia English Supports Teachers

Beginning Level

• Speak in a clear, concise manner, such as 
using shorter sentences and fewer pronouns.

• Provide or allow clarification in student’s native 
language, including assistance from peers.

• Implement gestures for added emphasis 
and to combine kinesthetic and phonemic 
awareness.

• Frequently check for understanding since 
student will not have the ability to seek 
clarification.

Intermediate Level

• Use extensive use visual and verbal cues  
to reinforce spoken or written words.

• Employ simplified language and high-
frequency vocabulary and preteach  
academic vocabulary for unfamiliar topics.

• Stress key ideas and vocabulary through 
intonation and slower speech, such as longer 
natural pauses.

• Provide student with phrases or simple 
sentence frames to seek clarification.

Advanced Level

• Use some visuals, verbal cues, and gestures  
to support understanding.

• Increase wait time in order for students  
to process information.

• Expect the occasional need to rephrase,  
repeat, or slow down at student’s request.

Teacher-Led Listening Practices

• Suggest that the Listening Passage be 
displayed or presented with each paragraph 
on a separate page or screen to maintain 
student focus while chunking and tracking. 

• Have detailed directions that promote 
scaffolding, support, and participation during 
each of the four recommended listens/reads  
of the Listening Passage. 

• Model and practice assigned comprehension 
skills and strategies, including identifying 
main ideas and key details, monitoring 
and clarifying, comparing and contrasting, 
activating prior knowledge, asking questions, 
making connections, drawing conclusions, 
summarizing, sequencing, visualizing,  
and inferencing.

• Provide Listening Passages that are  
grade-appropriate and grounded in  
content-specific topics. 

• Include opportunities for whole-class,  
small-group, and partner interaction.

Advanced High Level

• Occasionally use visuals, verbal cues, and 
gestures during longer, elaborated academic 
instructional discussions.

• Provide multiple opportunities for student to 
hear grade-appropriate spoken English in 
various academic and social settings.

• Allow student to seek clarification as needed.

Lexia English Sample Alignments

Teacher-Led Listening Practice,  
Level 2, Activity 3

Teacher-Led Listening Practice,  
Level 10, Activity 1

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fdusx1DBGBFqbd43B1jIZo6C_5ygwil4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fdusx1DBGBFqbd43B1jIZo6C_5ygwil4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SoOMJJTPOfT0IZZpU04mlkXnVoQwmowz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SoOMJJTPOfT0IZZpU04mlkXnVoQwmowz/view
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WRITING

Language Skills in PLDs 
Suggested Teacher Behaviors

How Lexia English Supports Teachers

Beginning Level

• Speak in a clear, concise manner, such as 
using shorter sentences and fewer pronouns.

• Provide or allow clarification in student’s native 
language, including assistance from peers.

• Implement gestures for added emphasis 
and to combine kinesthetic and phonemic 
awareness.

• Frequently check for understanding since 
student will not have the ability to seek 
clarification.

Intermediate Level

• Use extensive use visual and verbal cues  
to reinforce spoken or written words.

• Employ simplified language and high-
frequency vocabulary and preteach  
academic vocabulary for unfamiliar topics.

• Stress key ideas and vocabulary through 
intonation and slower speech, such as longer 
natural pauses.

• Provide student with phrases or simple 
sentence frames to seek clarification.

Advanced Level

• Use some visuals, verbal cues, and gestures  
to support understanding.

• Increase wait time in order for students  
to process information.

• Expect the occasional need to rephrase,  
repeat, or slow down at student’s request.

Teacher-Led Speaking Practices

• Include an Extend writing activity that  
employs the Language Frames, Language 
Purpose, and grammar skill associated with  
the lesson to create a brief, reflective narrative  
or informational writing piece. 

• Begin with the teacher modeling to the whole 
class how to organize ideas and information 
in an email, text message, postcard, personal 
journal, or academic journal entry. 

• Encourage teachers to have students share 
ideas aloud about what to write and to keep 
their writing natural.

All Lexia English Teacher-Led Speaking Practices 
conclude with an Extend writing activity that 
features grade-appropriate models and prompts 
that are associated with the content areas of 
science, social studies, math, and language arts. 

The models are given as a minimum expectation 
and can be adapted to meet the needs of 
students at all proficiency levels. Each Extend 
activity is designed to incorporate the Language 
Purpose, Grammar Skill, and Language Frames 
practiced in the online and teacher-led practices 
to create a reflective narrative or informational 
piece, which may also include content-specific 
vocabulary and social and academic language 
according to the language purpose of the lesson.

Advanced High Level

• Occasionally use visuals, verbal cues, and 
gestures during longer, elaborated academic 
instructional discussions.

• Provide multiple opportunities for student to 
hear grade-appropriate spoken English in 
various academic and social settings.

• Allow student to seek clarification as needed.

Lexia English Sample Alignments

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 5, Activity 4

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 19, Activity 1

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o2QexY_ku-LecMY8j_L1UePXFxuJzVvW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o2QexY_ku-LecMY8j_L1UePXFxuJzVvW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UztKlUow6ywc4XILDWXFeJBm-RG5gJqL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UztKlUow6ywc4XILDWXFeJBm-RG5gJqL/view
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Lexia English is built on 

culturally responsive 

pedagogy. A student’s heritage 

language and accent is valued 

and seen as an asset! 

Lexia English provides listening 

and speaking tasks that 

emulate what students will see 

on the TELPAS exam.

Detailed and targeted listening 

and speaking lessons help 

reinforce online learning.

72% of the student program 

is dedicated to speaking, 

and Lexia’s powerful speech 

recognition technology offers 

learners immediate feedback.

Assessment Without Testing® 

means teachers can track their 

students’ progress  

toward their linguistic goals  

on a daily basis.

I have the data right there  
in front of me. I don’t have 
to wait for a year to get the 
TELPAS data to see how  
they’re doing.
— Texas educator
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Other Ways Lexia English Supports TELPAS Writing

Lexia English Sample Alignments by Content Area

Science

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 18, Activity 1

Social Studies

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 15, Activity 2

Math

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 9, Activity 3

Language Arts (Biography)

Teacher-Led Speaking Practice,  
Level 4, Activity 4

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pa2sFZeJe5O7umhhH-1cJLHnYYI6ICRh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pa2sFZeJe5O7umhhH-1cJLHnYYI6ICRh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cVteM3ZdYF_OtkydCFIUTYS7SwO3ezl7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cVteM3ZdYF_OtkydCFIUTYS7SwO3ezl7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RDCbarRiYbMs-SbMMWAPd2PyqhIxDpqg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RDCbarRiYbMs-SbMMWAPd2PyqhIxDpqg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfvg956EPgWgnXn6OyAyaNcgXrmLY3mr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfvg956EPgWgnXn6OyAyaNcgXrmLY3mr/view
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