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1–1INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE
In just five to seven minutes, the Lexia Quick Reading Test® can assess your students’ decoding skills and
automatically place them into the Lexia reading programs and levels appropriate for their ability, based on
their performance. This easy and fast tool ensures that students’ initial placements are always where they
should be in the Lexia software. The Quick Reading Test generates reports that provide information about
students’ phonics and decoding skills and pinpoints the areas which need additional instruction or practice.
The reports can provide enough information to create an individualized practice plan, and results can be
compared to testing at a later date to measure a student’s progress.

WHAT IS LEXIA QUICK READING TEST?
Lexia Quick Reading Test is a series of screening tests designed to determine students’ strengths and weak-
nesses in real- and non-word decoding skills. Quick Reading Test is broken up into three levels: Level A tests
reading skills generally taught in mainstream first and second grade; Level B tests reading skills generally
taught to third- and fourth-grade students and Level C tests reading skills generally taught to fifth- and
sixth-grade students.

All three levels of Quick Reading Test include real-word tests and non-word tests. The real-word tests assess
the ability to read real words and the non-word tests assess the ability to apply phonic principles to 
unfamiliar “words.” Since efficient reading also requires the automatic recognition of words that do not
have regular sound/symbol correspondence, sight words are included in the real-word tests.

The table below provides an overview of the skills tested by Quick Reading Test: 

Quick Reading Tests are easy to administer and provide detailed reports of student and class results. If stu-
dents fails a skill area (3–5 incorrect), the program will recommend that they take another, lower-level test.
If they successfully complete their test (without error), a higher-level test will be recommended to deter-
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Level A
Tests 1st & 2nd Grade Skills

Level B
Tests 3rd & 4th Grade Skills

Level C
Tests 5th & 6th Grade Skills

• Letter names
• Short vowel words
• Long vowel (silent e words)
• Consonant blends & digraphs·
• Vowel combination words
• Vowel -r combination words
• Multisyllable words
• Sight words for grades 1–3

• Suffixes
• Vowel combination words
• Open & closed first-syllable words
• Consonant -le words
• Two sounds of “c” & “g” words
• Three syllable words
• Sight words from grades 3 & 4

• Anglo-Saxon prefixes & suffixes
• Latin prefixes & suffixes
• Accent patterns
• Pronunciation of ti/si/ci
• Connectives u and i
• Ligatured du, tu, su
• Greek combined forms
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mine which areas (if any) need practice or additional instruction. Additionally, Quick Reading Test has a
placement feature that can automatically place new students into the appropriate program and level of
Lexia’s reading software programs. Should you choose not to place your students automatically, Quick Reading
Test still recommends the appropriate Lexia software program and level for your students; this information is
provided in the reports.  

HOW DOES LEXIA QUICK READING TEST WORK?
Lexia Quick Reading Test displays a letter, word, phrase or depending upon the test, a non-word on the
screen for each student to read out loud. An adult listens and records correct and incorrect responses by
pressing a key on the keyboard. As soon as a key has been struck, a new item displays on-screen until the
test ends. One test takes just 5–7 minutes.

Quick Reading Test tracks the student’s accuracy and speed of response, and records their results. Upon com-
pletion, Quick Reading Test scores the test, analyzes the results, and prepares detailed student and class
reports. Based on these results, the test can automatically place students into the appropriate levels of Lexia
reading programs, or recommend the appropriate levels for placement. Reports list the specific skills the stu-
dent has mastered, the skills where practice is needed, and the skills where additional instruction is needed.
The student report also lists each student’s speed (slow, average, or fast) and percentage they got correct,
and lists each incorrect response. Class Recommendations Reports list what tests or programs were recom-
mended, and whether or not students have been placed into them. Class reports provide a visual snapshot
of class performance and are often used to group students with similar reading skills into reading groups. 

PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF QUICK READING TEST
Quick Reading Test determines each student’s specific strengths and weaknesses in the basic sound/symbol
relationships, decoding, and automatic word-recognition skills. Some students learn to read without system-
atic phonics instruction, but many students experience difficulty in acquiring these skills. Since difficulties
in word identification interfere with reading comprehension, it is important to determine the exact nature
of any problems in skill acquisition. The reports provide the information teachers need to fill in specific
gaps in a student’s knowledge by focusing instruction and practice as needed.

Advantages over Pencil and Paper Tests
Quick Reading Test is more efficient than pencil and paper tests; the hard work is done by the program—it
presents the test material, scores and interprets the data, lists all incorrect responses, and prints reports.
Additionally, the program measures and records the time interval between the presentation of an item and
the student’s response and reports the student’s speed of response as fast, average, or slow, indicating the 
student’s level of automaticity. 

TEST DESIGN
Through decades of research, it has been determined that reading involves two separate but interrelated
areas: phonics and decoding, and comprehension. Efficient reading requires the ability to decode words
automatically, and weaknesses in this area seriously affect reading comprehension. The importance of a
basic knowledge of phonic elements and sound/symbol relationships has also been determined as a key ele-
ment of success by researchers in the field for years (e.g., Chall, 1983, Adams, 1990, and Snow et al., 1998).
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Quick Reading Test is designed to evaluate decoding skills. It determines a student’s knowledge and use of
basic phonic principles usually taught in grades 1–6, as well as knowledge of K–4 sight-vocabulary words.
Both accuracy and speed of response are measured in order to determine a level of fluency or automaticity.

Quick Reading Test was not developed as a complete test of reading abilities. Some children with adequate
decoding skills may have deficits in reading comprehension due to other kinds of problems such as underly-
ing difficulties in language comprehension or cognitive skills. Therefore, the results of Quick Reading Test
should be used in conjunction with assessment in other areas related to comprehension in order to gain a
complete picture of the student’s strengths and weaknesses in reading.

Selection of Test Items
Phonetically Regular Words

In order to develop the real-word tests, it is necessary to control and balance the vocabulary level of the
selected items. Therefore, words are chosen from The Ginn Word Book for Teachers: A Basic Lexicon
(Johnson, Moe, & Baumann, 1983), based on the frequency level of these words. This book contains 9,000
words compiled from an extensive analysis of word frequency for grades one through six in areas such as
school textbooks, children’s story books, and children’s oral language. 

Generally, each test is designed to evaluate a specific phonic principle (e.g., the concept of closed or 
silent-e syllables), and words are carefully chosen to procure a systematic evaluation of each. 

Sight Words

Quick Reading Test sight words are high-frequency words that do not follow basic phonic principles. The
sight words are selected from the Validated Word Lists in the Ginn Word Book for Teachers, and the lists
include words that could be read by 90% of the children in each grade level. 

Non-Words

The Non-Word versions of Quick Reading Test are designed to test the same phonic concepts as the Real
Word versions. Consonants or vowels are substituted in a systematic way with letter sequences that can
generally be found in the English language to produce a non-word. In situations where the tested phonic
concept was meaningless in non-words, the parallel structure of the Real-Word and Non-Word versions is
slightly changed. 

REFERENCES
1. Adams, M.J. (1990). Beginning to Read: Thinking and Learning About Print. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
2. Chall, J.S. (1983). Learning to Read: The Great Debate. Updated edition. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.
3. Johnson, D.D., Moe, A.J., and Baumann, J.F. (1983). The Ginn Word Book for Teachers: A Basic Lexicon.
Boston, MA: Ginn & Company.
4. Snow, K., et al., Editors, National Research Council (1998). Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young
Children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.



SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Macintosh
•   Mac OS 9.2.2, OS X
•   400 MHz G4 processor or better
•   At least 128 MB of RAM
•   At least 150 MB hard-drive space

* For network installation instructions, please visit www.lexialearning.com/network.cfm.

Please Note: To take advantage of the auto-placement feature, Quick Reading Test must be using the same
database as all other Lexia reading programs.

MACINTOSH INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS (STAND-ALONE)

1. Put the Quick Reading Test CD into the 
CD-ROM drive, printed side up. 

2. Double-click the Quick Reading Test CD icon on the
desktop.

3. Double-click the correct Install CD icon for your 
computer (OS Classic or OS X).

4. Click Next at the Welcome screen.

5. Read the terms of the license agreement, and click
Accept. If you do not accept the license agreement, the
installation will not proceed.

6. In the Install Options screen, click Next to accept the
Express Installation option. Express Installation installs Quick Reading Test to the default location: 
Macintosh HD: Applications (MAC OS_): Lexia Learning Systems:.

To change the folder location, click the Custom selection box, and click Next. At the Installation
Destination screen, click Browse, double-click the Hard Drive (HD) line, then single-click the desired
folder. Click OK, and then click Next.

7. At the Confirm Installation screen, verify that you’ve selected the desired options and click Install. If
you need to change something, click Back.

8. Click Yes to create a desktop alias.

9. Click Quit in the Installation Complete screen.
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Windows
•   Windows 98, 2000, NT, XP
•   1.0 GHz Pentium III processor or better
•   At least 128 MB RAM
•   At least 150 MB hard-drive space

INSTALLATION*Chapter 2



WINDOWS INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS (STAND-ALONE)*

* For network installation instructions, please visit www.lexialearning.com/network.cfm.

Please Note: To take advantage of the auto-placement feature, Quick Reading Test must be using the same
database as all other Lexia reading programs.

1. Put the Quick Reading Test CD into the CD-ROM
drive, printed side up.

2. Double-click the My Computer icon; then double-
click the Quick Reading Test CD-ROM icon.

3. Double-click the Install (Windows) icon.

4. Click Next at the Welcome screen.

5. Read the terms of the license agreement, and click
Accept. If you do not accept the license agreement, the
installation will not proceed.

6. At the Install Options screen, click Next to accept the
Express Installation option. Express Installation installs
Quick Reading Assessment to the default location: 
C:\Program Files\Lexia Learning Systems.

To change the folder location, click the Custom 
selection box, and click Next. At the
Installation Destination screen, click Browse.
Click to select your new folder location. Click
OK, and then click Next. 

7. At the Confirm Installation screen, verify that
you’ve selected the desired options, and click
Install. If you need to change something, click
Back.

8. Click Yes to create a desktop shortcut.

9. Click Yes to create a program group with 
shortcuts.

10. Click Quit in the Installation Complete screen. 
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INSTALLING OR UPGRADING ADOBE ACROBAT READER®

(STAND-ALONE)
Two on-screen guides are available on the Quick
Reading Test CD, and from within the program. One
guide is called Quick Reading Test, and it is identical
to this printed Teacher’s Guide. The other guide is
called the Administrator’s Guide, and it contains infor-
mation about administrative functions, which include
adding students and classes, changing network serial
numbers, compacting the database, etc. The
Administrator’s Guide contains the same information as
the On-Screen Help, in a printable form. (For informa-
tion about printing the guides, see the next page.)

These guides have been included on your Quick Reading
Test CD in files that can be read by any computer with
Acrobat Reader Version 4.0 or higher. If you do not have
Acrobat Reader V4.0 or higher, you can install it from
the CD as described at right. If you’re not sure if you
have Acrobat, follow these directions to find out.

1. Put the Quick Reading Test CD into the CD-ROM
drive, printed side up.

2. MACINTOSH:  Double-click the Quick Reading Test
CD icon.

WINDOWS: Double-click the My Computer
icon; then double-click the 
Quick Reading Test CD icon.

3. Double-click on the Documentation folder.

4. Double-click on Quick Reading Test or
Administrator’s Guide.

5. Acrobat Reader should initialize and open the file
automatically. If it doesn’t, click Yes to install it
on your desktop. The program can also be down-
loaded from Adobe at: 
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html

6. The first page of the guide displays on your screen. Note that this document contains blue links that
will take you to the area indicated in the text of the link. For instance, the links in the table of con-
tents take you to the various headings. Page references within the text take you to the referenced page.
Simply click on the blue link and the appropriate page displays. 
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To Install Adobe Acrobat Reader from
the Quick Reading Test CD:

1. Follow steps 1 and 2, at left.

2. Double-click on the Adobe Acrobat
Reader Installer folder.

3. WINDOWS:    Double-click on the 
installer icon Ar405eng.

MACINTOSH:  Double-click on the 
installer icon ACROPPC.

4. Follow the on-screen installation instruc-
tions. If you get a message saying that
you should uninstall an old version of
Acrobat Reader first, follow the directions
below.

To Uninstall an Old Version of Acrobat
Reader (Windows):

1. Close any programs that are running.

2. Click Start, point to Settings; then select
Control Panel.

3. Double-click on Add/Remove Programs.

4. Click to select the Adobe Acrobat pro-
gram to be deleted. Click the
Add/Remove button. Confirm that you
want to remove Acrobat Reader by 
clicking Yes.

5. When the uninstall is complete, click OK.
Close the Control Panel and the
Add/Remove Program box. Now you can
install the new Acrobat Reader (see 
directions, above).



ACCESSING THE GUIDES FROM WITHIN THE PROGRAM
To access the Quick Reading Test guide or Administrator’s Guide from within the program:

1. Click ADMIN in the Select a Student Name screen. 

2. Click the Help tab, and click Quick Reading Test or Administrator’s Guide. The selected guide opens
on-screen.

VIEWING AND PRINTING THE GUIDES
The guides contain blue links that 
take you to the area indicated in the text.
For instance, the links in the table of 
contents take you to the various headings, 
and page references within the text 
take you to the referenced page. 
Click the blue link and the 
appropriate page displays. To back 
up to your previous location, 
click the back-arrow button. 

To print some or all of the guide, pull down the File menu and select Print. Your printer’s dialog box dis-
plays. The page orientation should be Portrait, and the scaling option (if available) should be Actual Size
or 100%. Please note that your license does not authorize you to print either guide for an unlicensed user.
To return to the Administrative screen, close Acrobat Reader.

2–4 INSTALLATION

Click to go to the
Table of Contents.

Click to go
to the last

page.

Click to go
to the next

page.



The directions in this chapter are intended to get you started using Quick Reading Test as quickly as possible
after installation. After the initial installation and setup, please refer to On-Screen Help, or the on-screen
Administrator’s Guide, for all information and directions related to the administrative functions. To access
the On-Screen Help, see page 6-3. To display or print the Administrator’s Guide, see page 2-4.

STARTING UP
The Quick Reading Test software must be accessible from each workstation. If you haven’t installed the 
program yet, see Chapter 2. 

1. Double-click the Quick Reading Test icon on your desktop. 

2. Click Yes to run the program in full-screen mode (recommended, as it’s less distracting), or No to run
in a subwindow.

3. Click Don’t Ask Again to maintain this display option for subsequent use of the program. The Lexia
Logo displays.

4. Click anywhere in the logo screen to continue. 

5. You will be prompted to set a global password to 
prevent students from accessing the program and
possibly corrupting data. After you’ve entered your
students and classes, set this password (for more
information, please see page 3-5)

6. If you have Lexia legacy program installed, click Yes to
import all students and classes from the
program(s). The Select a Student Name
screen displays (at right). 

Before you can begin the test, you must enter
at least one student name (if you have import-
ed students from a previous Lexia product, stu-
dent names will display). If you are opening
the ADMIN screen for the first time and there
are no student names, you will be prompted
through the process.

QUICK STARTChapter 3
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Select a Student Name

Name Confirmation

Administrative Screen

Login

• Add/Delete 
Students

• Add/Delete 
Classes

• Modify Student 
Properties

• Modify Class 
Properties

• Enroll/Remove 
Students
to/from Classes

• Sort Students

ADMIN

Login Screen 
(if passwords are assigned)

Students and
Classes

Import/Export Admin
Options

Reports Help

• Export Data 
• Import Data
• Import Lexia 

Records Folder

• Set Records 
Database Location

• Set School 
Information

• Modify Passwords
• Update Students

for School Year
• Set Application 

Location (Network)
• Compact Database
• Enter New Serial 

Numbers
• Backup Database
• Create New 

(Empty) Database

• Detailed
Student
Report

• Class
Instruction
or Practice
Report

• Class 
Recom-
mendations
Report

Quick Reading Test

Lexia Logo

QUICK READING TEST SCHEMATIC
The above schematic demonstrates the overall flow of the Quick Reading Test program. 
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Program
Enrollment

• Enroll Students 
and/or Classes 
into Programs

• Remove Students
and/or Classes 
from Programs

Select a Test Screen

Level A
Tests 1st & 2nd Grade Skills

• Letter names
• Short vowel words
• Long vowel (silent-e words)
• Consonant blends 

& digraphs
• Vowel combination words
• Vowel -r combination words
• Multi-syllable words
• Sight words for grades 1–3

Level B
Tests 3rd & 4th Grade Skills

• Suffixes
• Vowel combination words
• Open & closed first- 

syllable words
• Consonant -le words
• Two sounds of 

c & g words
• Three-syllable words
• Sight words for 

grades 3–4

Level C
Tests 5th & 6th Grade Skills

• Anglo-Saxon prefixes 
& suffixes

• Latin prefixes & suffixes
• Accent patterns
• Pronunciation of ti/si/ci
• Connectives u and i
• Ligatured du, tu, su
• Greek combined forms



ADDING STUDENTS

1. Click ADMIN in the Select a Student
Name screen. The Students and Classes
screen displays (at right). 

2. Click Add Student. The Student Properties
screen displays.

3. Fill in the student’s First Name, Last Name,
and Unique User Name fields, using the
Tab key to move from one field to the next.
(The student’s middle initial is optional.) 
IMPORTANT: If you have more than one
student with the same name, you must
develop a system to differentiate between
the students, e.g., add a middle initial or
number to their name. Otherwise, you may have difficulty 
differentiating one student from the other.

4. Fill in the password field for each student (optional, but recom-
mended). Passwords prevent students from using other students’
names to perform activities. If students share names, their reports
become invalid, and their activity levels become inappropriate. Be
sure to keep a record of each student’s password.

Optional: Click the Grade pull-down list to select a grade level.
Adding grade levels enables you to sort students by grade, and to
easily increment grade levels from year to year.

Optional: Click Demographics to add other optional student 
information: birth date, gender, and notes. Click OK to close the
demographics screen.

5. Click OK to close the Student Properties screen. The new 
student name has been added to the list. 

ADDING CLASSES
Quick Reading Test software enables you to create classes and enroll classes into Lexia programs. Students may
be enrolled in more than one “class,” thereby enabling classes to be used to group students by their room 
location, lead teacher, and/or by ability. We recommend that you create classes for large numbers of students
because:

• You can quickly find students by choosing the Class Name at the sign-in screen.

• You can generate Class reports to give an overview of your students.

• You can easily assign programs, activity levels, units  or change the language settings so that program
directions are dictated in Spanish for large groups of students. (applies to Lexia Early Reading, Lexia
Primary Reading, and Lexia Strategies for Older Students).

3–3QUICK START



(If you’ve set passwords, log in as keyadmin or sysadmin to perform this function.)

1. Click ADMIN in the Select a Student Name
screen. The Students and Classes screen displays.

2. Click Add Class.

3. Enter the class name.

4. Enter the password (recommended).

5. Click OK. The new class name displays under the
Classes list. 

Now enroll your students into the classes (below).

ENROLLING STUDENTS INTO CLASSES
1. Click a student name (or multiple students).

2. Click a class name.

3. Click Enroll.

4. Click OK. The new class name displays under the Classes list. 

5. Click Return to Program to return to the Select a Student Name screen, or click Quit to exit.

3–4 QUICK START



SETTING A GLOBAL PASSWORD IN QUICK READING TEST
Because Quick Reading Test tests students, places students, and enrolls students, a global password must be 
created to ensure that student data remains protected. This feature ensures that only authorized users can access
the program and critical data will not be modified. You must log in as a system administrator (sysadmin) to 
create this password. 

1. Click the Admin Options Tab. (You must log in as a system administrator (sysadmin) to perform this 
function.)

2. Click Set Reading Test Options.

3. Type in the password under New Password, and type it again under Confirm Password.

4. Click Save.

5. Click OK in the confirmation window.

3–5QUICK START



ENROLLING STUDENTS OR CLASSES INTO LEXIA PROGRAMS
By default, all students and classes are automatically enrolled into all Lexia programs. Once you enroll 
students or classes into any program, however, they will only have access to the programs in which they are
enrolled; they will no longer have access to other programs they are not enrolled into. Thus the enrollment 
feature performs two functions—it enrolls students into desired programs and simultaneously removes them
from other programs in which they are not enrolled; its functionality is both inclusive and exclusive, ensuring
that students only work in the programs that are assigned to them. If you’ve enrolled students into other 
programs, you will need to enroll them into Quick Reading Test for them to able to be tested in this program.

1. Click ADMIN in the Select a Student Name screen. The Students and Classes screen displays.

2. Click the Program Enrollment tab.

3. Click a student name or select a class name from the Classes drop-down menu. 

4. Click the drop-down menu under Lexia Programs and select the program name you wish to enroll the 
student(s) into. (You can see which programs the student is enrolled in under the Selected Students list.
You can also see which students are enrolled in specific programs under the Students Enrolled list.) 

5. Click Enroll in Program. The student’s name or an entire class list is added to the Students Enrolled list.

6. Click Return to Program to return to the Select a Student Name screen, or click Quit to exit.

3–6 QUICK START



GETTING READY
In order to administer a test, you must have at least one student name entered and you should create a global 
password to protect student data. See Chapter 3, Quick Start, to enter student names and create a global 
password if you haven’t done so already. 

To familiarize yourself with the testing procedure, you can create a “Practice Student,” and run through the test
with somebody playing the student role. Once you are familiar with the testing procedure, the following tips
should help your testing sessions progress smoothly.

1. Before you begin, choose the group of students you will be testing. Ideally, you should create a class of
this group (see Chapter 3) and have a print-out of the class list, so that you can organize the students
accordingly.

2. Explain the purpose and procedure to the students.

3. If you will be administering Quick Reading Tests in a classroom, try to locate your testing station away
from distractions.

4. Results are more consistent if there is only one person administering the test. As the tester, you should
record results as quickly and consistently as possible, since each test is timed.

5. Familiarize yourself with the correct pro-
nunciation(s) of the non-words in the
test. You can do this either by reading the
pronunciation guides in this manual, or
by listening to the correct pronuncia-
tion(s) provided by the Quick Reading
Test Pronunciation Guide button in the
Select a Student Name screen (at right).

6. If students take longer than 5 seconds to
respond, record the answer as incorrect
and move on to the next one. This
ensures that the testing is fast and the
students do not become frustrated.

7. When you click on the Key Legend tab
during testing, the test will automatically
pause; this ensures that students’ times
are not affected. The test and timer resume with any keystroke.

4–1TESTING STUDENTS
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WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

INTRODUCTION
This chapter provides the content of each Quick
Reading Test for Levels A, B and C and also provides a
non-word pronunciation guide. We recommend that
test administrators use this guide, along with the audio
Pronunciation Guide available on the Select a Student
Name screen to become familar with all the non-words
before administering non-word tests to students.

Please note: depending on whether or not you choose to
use screening test versus diagnostic tests in Level A
changes the length of the word lists. Screening tests
(the default setting) are shorter tests and do not include
the words listed as subskills. 

Level A Real-Words and Letters, Versions 1 & 2

WORD LISTS AND
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Appendix

TEST CONTENTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE A 1

Skills Subskill Description A - Real Words, Version 1 A - Real Words, Version 2

0.1 Letter Names t, n, r, h, u a, m, j, r, f

0.2 Letter Names o, s, k, i, z e, h, l, n, v

0.3 Letter Names c, a, m, j, e w, k, o, t, z,

0.4 Letter Names v, l, y, f, w, x s, i, c, u, y, x

0.5 Letter Names d, p, b, q, g b, q, d, p, g

1 Short Vowels-Simple(CVC) met, sit, pan, rot, bun set, fan, rob, bit, rug

1.1 2 letter words(VC) it, on, us, is, am in, on, us, at, if

1.2 no bdp lot, fun, gas, fit, net hot, run, let, hat, mix

1.3 with bdp mad, bet, pop, bud, dip bus, zip, pad, dot, beg

1.4 phrases in the van,a wet pup, mix
in a pan

in the tub, a fat pig, hid in a
log

1.5 Short Vowels-Complex
(CCVCC)

chop, rent, wing, bath,
plump

chug, lend, song, thin, brand

1.6 no bdp list, shut, flat, rest, frog soft, rush, west, flag, skin
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Level A Real-Words and Letters, Versions 1 & 2, Continued

Skills Subskill Description A - Real Words, Version 1 A - Real Words, Version 2
1.7 with bdp band,whip, bent, dump, plop shop, bank, deck, pump, drip

1.8 phrases on the chin, a duck pond, grab
the belt

on the desk, a long list, drag the
sled

2 Silent e-Simple(CVCe) bite, tape, joke, cute, Pete note, tide, pale, tune, Pete

2.1 no bdp life, rule, fine, tone, sale time, use, rake, cone, file

2.2 with bdp bone, date, tube, rope, pine hope, bake, rude, pole, dive

2.3 phrases in a hole, save a dime, a tame
mule

in a lake, rode a mile, a cute joke

2.5 Silent e-
Complex(CCVCe)

bride, grove, trade, stroke, flute stole, brave, strike, snore, prune

2.6 no bdp these, close, smile, stare, shone while, store, scale, these, smoke

2.7 with bdp tribe, broke, drape, pride, spare blade, prime, drove, spite, brake

2.8 phrases in the shade, stole a skate, a
plane can glide.

on the shore, chase a snake, a
stone can slide.

3 Vowel Combinations-
One Sound

tail, throat, lay, spoil, beef meet, hay, boil, strain, toast

3.1 no blends/digraphs road, toy, paw, week, bay pay, boat, joy, law, deer

3.2 with blends/digraphs sheet, drawn, brain, spray, joint crawl, pray, drain, moist, screen

3.5 Vowel Combinations-
Two Sounds

bowl, soup, crown, loop, stream group, root, howl, beak, thrown

3.6 no blends/digraphs our, roof, beat, low, hood cool, loud, own, foot, bean

3.7 with blends/digraphs blown, shook, crouch, drown,
thread

brook, clown, threat, sprout,
grown

4 Vowel-r Combinations porch, burn, scarf, herd, twirl fort, burst, whirl, fern, spark

4.1 no blends/digraphs turn, bark, firm, horn, yard card, form, barn, hurt, dirt

4.2 with blends/digraphs chirp, sport, blur, smart, stern sharp, birch, snort, perch, spur

4.5 Multisyllable Words tunnel, compute, bandit, 
establish, oatmeal

tennis, confuse, napkin, fishhook,
committee

4.6 Compound Words railroad, bathroom ,sailboat,
sunset, flagpole

rainbow, bedroom, playground,
bathtub, pancake

4.7 2 syllable words button, perhaps, mistake, 
picnic, complain

sudden, forgot, dislike, basket,
explain

4.8 3 syllable words understand, forgotten, grasshop-
per, barbershop, surrender

important, afternoon, peppermint,
follower, silverware

5 Sight Words Grade 1 the, have, what, your, very to, are, was, they, walk

6 Sight Words Grade 2 sure, worry, shoulder, whose,
busy

among, hour, beautiful, trouble,
built

7 Sight Words Grade 3 taught, suit, design, knowledge,
structure

usual, scene, influence, soldier,
variety
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Level A Non-Words, Version 1

Section Word Pronunciation

1.0 han han

dif dif

tob tob

nug nug

zet zet

1.1 ic ic

ot ot

um um

ep ep

af af

1.2 sot sot

lun lun

gat gat

rix rix

het het

1.3 pib pib

dup dup

bem bem

rop rop

gad gad

1.5 ting ting

chof chof

hent hent

bith bith

plamp plamp

Section Word Pronunciation

1.6 hist hist

shum shum

flet flet

rast rast

fron fron

1.7 bink bink

plep plep

dack dack

whud whud,wud

bomp bomp

2.0 bime b§m

fape fâp

loke lÇk

jute jãt, j¡t

ene ên

2.1 mife m§f

sule sãl, s¡l

hine h§ne

vone vÇne

cale câle

2.2 boke bÇk

dafe dâf

mube m¡b, mãb

jope jÇp

pite p§t

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY
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Level A Non-Words, Version 1–continued

Section Word Pronunciation

2.5 brile br§l

flune fl¡n

snode snÇd

trame trâm

strofe strÇf

2.6 smire sm§r
clofe klÇf
stame stâm
theke thêk
shote shÇt

2.7 brime br§m
gride gr§d
trobe trÇb
drute drãt
spake spãk

3.0 kail kãl
tay tã
beeg bêg
spoin spoin
throak thrÇk

3.1 hoat hÇt
taw tô
loy loi
neek nêk
joil joil

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Section Word Pronunciation

3.2 shay shã
brait brãt
drawk drôk
spreem sprêm
loint loint

3.5 goot g¡t, g¢t
browl broul, brÇl
pook p¡k, p¢k
loum loum, l¡m
streaf strêf, stref, strãf

3.6 fow fou, fÇ
hoon h¡n, h¢n
reat rêt, ret, rãt
lown loun, lÇn
sout sout, s¡t

3.7 shoom sh¡m, sh¢m
drouk drouk, dr¡k
creach krêch, krech, krãch
glown gloun, glÇn
threab thrêb, threb, thrãb

4.0 tark t@rk
porth pôrth
burf bûrf
hern hûrn
twirk twûrk
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a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Section Word Pronunciation

4.1 curn kûrn
fark f@rk
lirm lûrm
jorn jôrn
harf h@rf

4.2 charp ch@rp
stirm stûrm
persh pûrsh
smurt smûrt
blor blÇr

4.5 hunnel hunnel*
rompute rompãt*
tandit tandit*
farberchop f@rbcrchop
hoatpeal hÇtpêl, hÇtpel, hÇtpâl

4.6 rutton rutton*
terhaps tcrhaps
listake listâk
bicnic biknik*
tomplain tomplân

4.7 anderspand andcrspand*
torgodden tôrgoden*
meppertint mepcrtint*
ertaplish crtaplish*
sarrenter sarentcr, s@rentcr

*schwa in unaccented syllables is also 
considered correct, e.g., hunncl
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Level A Non-Words, Version 2

Section Word Pronunciation

1.0 gan gan

dit dit
mot mot
lub lub
fet fet

1.1 ig ig
om om
uf uf
ap ap
ez ez

1.2 mun mun
yot yot
tas tas
rit rit
ket ket

1.3 sib sib
dop dop
ped ped
dut dut
baf baf

1.5 hend hend
mong mong
chuf chuf
thap thap
brint brint

1.6 hoft hoft

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Section Word Pronunciation

wush wush
mest mest
flig flig
skaf skaf

1.7 shap shap
bund bund
pemp pemp
bint bint
drot drot

2.0 sote sÇt
pame pâm
hite h§t
fune fãn, f¡n
ere êr

2.1 fime f§m
cuse kãz, k¡z
hile h§l
nake nâk
rone rÇn

2.2 gope gÇp
bame bâm
tude t¡d, tãd
pote pÇt
dife d§f
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Level A Non-Words, Version 2–continued

Section Word Pronunciation

2.5 stode stÇd
brate brât
strime str§m
grole grÇl
crufe kr¡f

2.6 smone smÇn
whime hw§m, w§m
stofe stÇf
thele thêl
scave skâv

2.7 blide bl§d
prome prÇm
drave drâv
spute spãt, sp¡t
brike br§k

3.0 keet kêt
vay vâ
noast nÇst
boim boim
straip strâp

3.1 heek hêk
rawn rôn
moy moi
coaf kÇf
oin oin

Section Word Pronunciation

3.2 crawk krôk
preet prêt
draim drâm
loist loist
scray skrâ

3.5 goom g¡m, g¢m
drowl droul, drÇl
mook m¡k, m¢k
bouf bouf, b¡f
strean strên, stren, strân

3.6 zow zou, zÇ
joot j¡t, j¢t
cown coun, cÇn
leat lêt, let, lât
mout mout, m¡t

3.7 showl shoul, shÇl
broog br¡g, br¢g
plour plour, pl¡r
cleak klêk, klek, klâk
sprean sprân, spren, sprên

4.0 purg pûrg
tork tôrk
barst b@rst
whirf hwûrf, wûrf
jern jûrn

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY
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Level A Non-Words, Version 2–continued

Section Word Pronunciation

4.1 lurt lûrt
carf k@rf
garn g@rn
corm kôrm
jirt jûrt

4.2 shirp shûrp
nurth nûrth
storn stôrn
barch b@rch
pler plûr

4.5 hennis henis*
ronfuse ronfãs*
tapkin tapkin*
lishmook lishm¡k, loshm¢k
milvertare milvcrtâr

4.6 rudden ruden*
torgot tôrgot
atmire atm§r
pasket pasket*
emplain emplân

4.7 ampordant ampôrdant*
golloween golÇwên, golouên
trasshodder trasshodcr
iftertoon iftcrt¡n, iftcrt¢n
gommillee gomilê*

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

*schwa in unaccented syllables is also
considered correct, e.g., hcnis



A 9WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Level B Real-Words, Versions 1 & 2

Section B- Real Words, Version 1 B- Real Words, Version 2

1  Vowel Combinations
(igh, ie, ew, au, ue, eigh)

chew, flight,clue, thief, haul crew, slight, glue, fault, yield

2  Suffixes A 
(-s, -es, -er, -est)

nests, slowest, thicker, bunches, neater tents, neatest, slower, lunches, thickest

3  Suffixes B (-ed, -ing) dusting, cracked, twisted, floated,
crowned

mailed, stamped, twisting, dusted,
crowded

4  Open and Closed First
Syllables

pilot, credit, salad, motel, topic comic, spoken, vanish, fever, prison

5  Consonant-le Syllables riddle, tickle, stable, beetle, puddle kettle, buckle, pebble, cradle, 
sample

6  Two Sounds of 
“c” and “g”

cider, gallon, succeed, ginger, circus civil, gossip, success, margin, central

7  Three-Syllable Words astronaut, tablecloth, delightful, rat-
tlesnake, weightlessness

neighborhood, jeweler, authorize,
delighted, battleship

8  Sight Words 
(Grades 3 & 4)

beauty, laughter, rhyme, rough, issue warmth, journey, medium, taught,
design



WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDEA 10 TROUBLESHOOTING

Level B Non-Words, Version 1

Section Word Pronunciation

1 thew th¡, thû
clight kl§t
plue pl¡
shief shêf
raul rôl

2 mests mests
spowest spÇest, spouest*
shicker shikcr
dunches dunches*
leater lêtcr

3 pusting pusting
gracked grakt
swisted swisted*
stoated stÇted*
flowned flÇned, flound

4 pi p§
cred cred
sal sal
mo mÇ
tup tup

5 roddle rodcl
rickle rikcl
trable trâbcl
deetle dêtcl
buddle budcl

Section Word Pronunciation

6 cidet s§det, sidet*
gallot galot*
succeel succêl
gingen jinjen*
circun sûrkun*

7 aspromaut asprÇmaut
rablegloth râbclgloth
benightful bên§tful
mattlestake mattclstâke
neightwessness nâtwesnes*

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Sections

1—Vowel Combinations (igh, ie, ew, au, ue,
eigh)

2—Suffixes A (s, es, er, est)

3—Suffixes B (ed, ing) 

4—Open & Closed First Syllables

5—Consonant-le Syllables

6—Two Sounds of 
“c” & “g”

7—Three-Syllable Words

*schwa in unaccented syllables is also considered 
correct, e.g., spoucst



A 11TEST CONTENTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Level B Non-Words, Version 2

Section Word Pronunciation

1 smew smãw, sm¡

1 stight st§t
1 scue scã, sk¡
1 nault nault
1 jield jêld, j§ld
2 hents hents
2 leatest lêtest*
2 spower spÇcr, spÇucr
2 funches funches*
2 chickest chikest*
3 zailed zailed
3 twamped twamped
3 glisting glisting
3 pusted pusted*
3 stowded stÇded, stouded*
4 com com
4 spo spÇ
4 vin vin
4 fe fê
4 pris pris
5 vettle vetcl
5 puckle pukcl
5 mebble mebcl
5 sladle sladcl
5 rample rampcl

Section Word Pronunciation

6 civin sivin
6 gossit gosit
6 succell suksel
6 targin t@rjin*
6 centrat sentrat*
7 weighdorhood wâdôrh¡d, wâdôrh¢d
7 newener n¡encr
7 auchorize ôchôr§z
7 betighted bêt§ted
7 gattlechip gattclchip

a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd
Ç=home

ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork
û=her,burn,bird

oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair
d=dot

f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax
kw=quit

l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop
t=tip

th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Sections

1—Vowel Combinations (igh, ie, ew, au, ue,
eigh)

2—Suffixes A (s, es, er, est)

3—Suffixes B (ed, ing) 

4—Open & Closed First Syllables

5—Consonant-le Syllables

6—Two Sounds of 
“c” & “g”

7—Three-Syllable Words

*schwa in unaccented syllables is also considered 
correct, e.g., lêtcst



A 12 WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Level C Real Words

Section C- Real Words, Version 1 C- Real Words, Version 2

1  Anglo-Saxon prefixes
and suffixes

forbidden, spokesman, overcast, 
childishness, outsider, foremost

forgiveness, statesman, overcoat, 
outfielder, forecast

2  Latin prefixes 
and suffixes

perspective, inspector, disturbance,
persistent, dependable

preventative, instructor, respectable,
persistence, distribute

3  Accent Patterns critical, definite, athletic, prosperity,
complicate

identical, delicate, constitute, artistic,
impurity

4  ti/si/ci delicious, depression, vicious, revision,
impatient

precious, confession, gracious, 
explosion, impartial

5  Connectives u and i brilliant, intermediate, strenuous, 
radiant, sodium

convenient, radius, ingredient,
ambiguous, stadium

6  Ligatured tu, du, su intellectual, visual, posture, gradual,
virtue

spiritual, casual, lecture, graduation,
statue

7  Greek combining forms physician, mechanic, cynical, 
chromatic, diagnosis

magician, architect, cyclist, chronic,
diagnostic



A 13WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Level C Non-Words Version 1

Section Word Pronunciation

1 forlidden fôrliden
1 spiresman sp§rsmcn
1 overtask Çvcrtask
1 outcopper outkopcr
1 forecost fôrekost
2 perstective pcrstektiv
2 instector instectôr
2 disturmance distûrmcns
2 perfistence perfistcns
2 detendable dêtendcbcl
3 pritical pritikcl
3 delinite delcnit, dêlcnit
3 othletic othlctik
3 prosterity prost>ritê
3 compricate komprikât
4 deticious ditishcs, dêtishcs
4 detression ditrcshcn, dêtrcshcn
4 ricious rishcs
4 impotient impÇshcnt
4 relision rilizhcn, rêlizhcn
5 grilliant grilycnt
5 interlediate intcrlêdêit, intcrlêdât
5 sprenuous sprenãcs
5 ladiant lâdiêcnt
5 rodium rÇdêcm

Section Word Pronunciation

6 inlectual inleksh¡cl
6 risual rizh¡cl
6 rosture roschcr
6 fradual fraj¡cl
6 mirtue mûrch¡
7 physicial fizishcl
7 techanic tekanik, tikanik
7 cynicum sinikum
7 chromitic krÇmitik
7 diagnesis d§cgnêsis

>=pair
a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd

Ç=home
ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork

û=her,burn,bird
oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair

d=dot
f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax

kw=quit
l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop

t=tip
th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Sections

1—Anglo-Saxon prefixes and suffixes

2—Latin prefixes and suffixes

3—Accent patterns

4— ti/si/ci

5—Connectives u and i

6—Ligatured tu, du, su

7—Greek combining forms



A 14 WORD LISTS & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Level C Non-Words Version 2

Section Word Pronunciation

1 forliveness fôrlivnis
1 spadesman spâdzmcn
1 overfind Çvcrf§nd
1 outdancer outdanscr
1 forelast fôrlast
2 prejentive prêjentiv
2 inspructor inspruktcr
2 replectable ripliktcbcl, rêplektcbcl
2 perfistent pcrfistcnt
2 distibute distiby¡t, distibãt
3 dentical dentikcl
3 demicate demikât, dêmikât
3 ortistic ôrtistik

3 imparity impâritê, imp>ritê
3 constibute konstiby¡t, konstibãt
4 trecious treshcs
4 contession konteshcn, kcnteshcn
4 tracious trashcs
4 impurtial impûrshcl
4 exprosion eksprÇzhcn
5 contenient kontenycnt, kontênycnt
5 ladius lâdêcs
5 intredient intrêdêcnt
5 amfiguous amfig¡cs
5 spadium spâdêcm

Section Word Pronunciation

6 storitual stÇrich¡cl, stûrich¡cl
6 vasual vazh¡cl
6 pecture pekchcr
6 fraduation fraj¡âshcn
6 spatue spach¡
7 malician malishcn, mclishcn
7 archilect @rkilekt
7 cycrist sikrist, s§krist
7 chronitic kronitik, krÇnitik
7 diagnestic d§cgnestik

>=pair
a=at
â=ate
e=end
ê=these
i=it
§=ice
o=odd

Ç=home
ô=all,saw
u=up
ã=use
@=car
~=care
c=baker
ô=fork

û=her,burn,bird
oi=oil,toy
¢=look
¡=moon,

soup, rule
ou=mouse
c=about, circus
ch=chair

d=dot
f=for
g=go
h=had
hw=what
j=job
k=kit, cut
ks=tax

kw=quit
l=lot
m=me
n=no
ng=sing
r=red
s=sun, city
sh=shop

t=tip
th=the
th=thin
v=vote
w=wet, when
y=yes
z=zoo, his
zh=vision

KEY

Sections

1—Anglo-Saxon prefixes and suffixes

2—Latin prefixes and suffixes

3—Accent patterns

4— ti/si/ci

5—Connectives u and i

6—Ligatured tu, du, su

7—Greek combining forms




